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Abstract  

Acute myocardial infarction (AMI) remains a leading cause of global morbidity and mortality, where 

rapid prehospital assessment and early intervention are critical to improving patient outcomes. 

Paramedics play an essential frontline role in the early phases of AMI care by providing timely 

recognition, rapid triage, and evidence-based treatments before hospital arrival. This review synthesizes 

contemporary evidence on the impact of prehospital paramedic interventions on survival rates, 

treatment timelines, and clinical outcomes among patients experiencing AMI. 

Findings demonstrate that advanced paramedic competencies—such as early 12-lead electrocardiogram 

(ECG) acquisition, prehospital STEMI identification, activation of cardiac catheterization laboratories 

(CCLs), and administration of antiplatelet therapy—significantly reduce first medical contact-to-

balloon time and overall door-to-balloon intervals. Moreover, paramedic-initiated treatments, including 

aspirin, nitrates, oxygen titration, arrhythmia management, and prehospital thrombolysis in selected 

settings, contribute to improved survival and decreased complication rates. 

The review also highlights the growing role of telemedicine, digital ECG transmission, and AI-

supported decision tools in enhancing diagnostic accuracy and accelerating definitive care. Overall, the 

evidence strongly supports that paramedic-led prehospital AMI management is a critical determinant of 

timely reperfusion, reduced mortality, and better functional outcomes. 

Keywords: Paramedics; Acute Myocardial Infarction; Prehospital Care; STEMI; Thrombolysis; Door-

to-Balloon Time; Emergency Medical Services; Cardiac Catheterization; Tele-ECG; Survival Outcomes. 

Introduction  

Acute myocardial infarction (AMI) remains a major global health burden, accounting for substantial 

morbidity, mortality, and healthcare expenditures. The World Health Organization estimates that 

ischemic heart disease causes more than 9 million deaths annually, making it the leading cause of death 

worldwide (WHO, 2023). Timely diagnosis and rapid initiation of reperfusion therapy are the 

cornerstone strategies for improving survival and reducing myocardial damage. However, patient 

outcomes depend heavily on the speed and quality of interventions delivered during the prehospital 

phase—often before the patient reaches definitive cardiac care. This critical window highlights the 

essential role of paramedics as first medical contact providers in the chain of survival. 
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The prehospital environment has undergone significant transformation over the past two decades, with 

paramedics increasingly adopting advanced clinical competencies. Modern emergency medical services 

(EMS) systems now empower paramedics to perform early electrocardiogram (ECG) acquisition, 

recognize ST-elevation myocardial infarction (STEMI), administer guideline-directed medications, and 

activate cardiac catheterization laboratories (CCLs) prior to patient arrival. Numerous studies show that 

prehospital ECG and CCL preactivation significantly reduce door-to-balloon (DTB) time and improve 

survival (Bagai et al., 2019; Doran et al., 2021). These enhancements directly support international 

guidelines recommending that total ischemic time be minimized to prevent irreversible myocardial 

necrosis (Ibanez et al., 2018). 

Emerging evidence also demonstrates the effectiveness of paramedic-delivered pharmacologic 

interventions. Early administration of aspirin, nitrates, oxygen titration, and analgesia contributes to 

improved coronary perfusion and enhanced patient comfort, while prehospital thrombolysis has been 

shown to increase survival in regions where access to percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) is 

delayed (Cowie et al., 2020; O’Gara et al., 2021). Furthermore, paramedics play a vital role in managing 

AMI complications such as arrhythmias, cardiogenic shock, and acute heart failure, which significantly 

impact prognosis. 

Digital transformation is increasingly shaping AMI care. Telemedicine systems, such as tele-ECG 

transmission and mobile cardiology consultation, have improved diagnostic accuracy and facilitated 

earlier decision-making (Brodie et al., 2022). Artificial intelligence (AI)-assisted ECG interpretation 

tools further enhance paramedics’ diagnostic confidence and reduce false-positive STEMI activations 

(Jin et al., 2023). These technological innovations highlight the expanding scope of paramedic-led 

prehospital cardiac care and its growing contribution to integrated STEMI networks. 

Despite these developments, global disparities remain in paramedic training, protocol standardization, 

and access to advanced technologies. Understanding the extent to which paramedic interventions 

influence AMI outcomes is therefore essential for developing effective EMS strategies, optimizing 

treatment timelines, and improving healthcare system performance. This review synthesizes current 

evidence on the impact of prehospital paramedic interventions on AMI survival, time-critical metrics, 

and clinical outcomes, offering insights for policymakers, clinicians, and EMS leaders seeking to 

strengthen prehospital cardiac care. 

Pathophysiology and Clinical Presentation of Acute Myocardial Infarction  

Acute myocardial infarction (AMI) occurs when there is a sudden and sustained reduction of blood flow 

to a portion of the myocardium, most commonly due to an acute thrombotic occlusion of a coronary 

artery. The pathophysiological process is typically initiated by the rupture or erosion of an 

atherosclerotic plaque, leading to platelet activation, thrombus formation, and abrupt cessation of 

coronary perfusion. This ischemic cascade rapidly progresses from metabolic disturbances to 

irreversible myocyte necrosis if perfusion is not restored within a critical time window. Experimental 

and clinical studies indicate that myocardial cell death begins within 20–40 minutes of complete 

occlusion and evolves into transmural infarction within 6 hours, underscoring the importance of timely 

intervention (Thygesen et al., 2019). 

Cellular ischemia triggers a series of biochemical changes including ATP depletion, intracellular 

calcium accumulation, mitochondrial dysfunction, and activation of inflammatory pathways. These 

processes contribute to structural damage, contractile impairment, and electrical instability, leading to 

life-threatening complications such as ventricular arrhythmias, cardiogenic shock, and acute heart 

failure. STEMI, defined by complete occlusion and ST-segment elevation, is associated with a more 

severe pathophysiologic progression compared to NSTEMI, where partial occlusion and subendocardial 

ischemia predominate. 

Clinically, AMI presents with characteristic symptoms including central chest pain radiating to the left 

arm, jaw, or back, accompanied by diaphoresis, nausea, dyspnea, and a sense of impending doom. 

However, atypical or silent presentations are common, particularly among women, older adults, and 

patients with diabetes. Paramedics must therefore rely not only on symptom assessment but also on 
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high-sensitivity recognition through rapid 12-lead ECG acquisition, which remains the gold standard 

for early STEMI detection. 

From a prehospital perspective, recognizing the progression from ischemia to infarction is essential for 

determining urgency, prioritizing transport, and implementing early interventions. Understanding the 

pathophysiological timeline allows paramedics to appreciate the “golden hour,” during which 

reperfusion strategies such as PCI or thrombolysis provide the greatest mortality benefit. Accurate 

clinical assessment combined with ECG interpretation enables paramedics to differentiate AMI from 

mimicking conditions, including aortic dissection, pericarditis, and pulmonary embolism. 

 

Figure 1. Pathophysiological Progression of Acute Myocardial Infarction 

In summary, the pathophysiology of AMI is a dynamic and time-sensitive process, and early recognition 

is crucial for preventing irreversible myocardial injury. The prehospital setting is therefore a vital 

component of AMI care, where paramedics serve as the first line in interrupting the ischemic cascade 

and expediting life-saving reperfusion therapy. 

Paramedic Competencies in AMI Recognition and Prehospital Diagnosis  

Effective prehospital management of acute myocardial infarction (AMI) relies heavily on the diagnostic 

competencies of paramedics, who frequently serve as the first medical professionals to evaluate 

symptomatic patients. Their ability to rapidly identify AMI, distinguish between STEMI and NSTEMI, 

and initiate evidence-based protocols is a critical determinant of timely reperfusion and improved 

patient outcomes. As modern EMS systems evolve, paramedic diagnostic responsibilities have 

expanded from basic symptom assessment to advanced ECG interpretation, risk stratification, and early 

activation of specialized cardiac care pathways. 

A cornerstone competency in prehospital AMI diagnosis is 12-lead electrocardiogram (ECG) 

acquisition and interpretation. Research demonstrates that prehospital ECGs reduce door-to-balloon 

time by up to 20–30 minutes and significantly increase the likelihood of reperfusion within guideline-

recommended timelines (Doran et al., 2021; Bagai et al., 2019). Paramedics are trained to identify ST-

segment elevation, depression, pathologic Q waves, T-wave inversions, and patterns suggestive of 

posterior or right-ventricular infarction. Recognition of atypical ECG presentations, such as left bundle 

branch block (LBBB) or subtle ischemic changes, is equally vital. Many EMS systems incorporate 

computer-interpreted ECGs or telemedicine for cardiologist over-read, but paramedic interpretation 

remains central for immediate decision-making. 

Beyond ECG interpretation, paramedics must demonstrate strong competence in clinical symptom 

assessment, recognizing both classic and atypical presentations of AMI. While crushing chest pain 

radiating to the arm or jaw remains a typical finding, many patients—especially women, the elderly, 

and diabetics—present with dyspnea, nausea, fatigue, syncope, or epigastric discomfort. Early 

recognition of silent or atypical symptoms helps reduce delays in seeking care and prevents under-triage. 
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Paramedics also assess vital signs, oxygen saturation, hemodynamic stability, and signs of cardiogenic 

shock, all essential for determining urgency and treatment strategies. 

Another key competency is prehospital risk stratification, using tools such as the HEAR score, TIMI 

criteria, or local STEMI protocols. These tools assist in differentiating high-risk from low-risk patients, 

informing transport priorities, and supporting early activation of percutaneous coronary intervention 

(PCI) centers. In many advanced EMS systems, paramedics are authorized to initiate direct-to-

catheterization-lab transport protocols, bypassing the emergency department to reduce total ischemic 

time. 

Pharmacologic knowledge is also integral to diagnostic competence. Paramedics must determine when 

to administer aspirin, nitrates, oxygen, analgesics, or anticoagulants based on clinical indicators and 

potential contraindications. For example, accurate recognition of right-ventricular infarction is essential 

before administering nitrates, as these patients may experience severe hypotension. Similarly, 

identification of arrhythmias through ECG analysis allows for appropriate early management, which 

reduces later complications. 

Increasingly, paramedics also use telemedicine and digital diagnostic tools. Tele-ECG transmission 

enables cardiologists to confirm STEMI diagnosis remotely, accelerating catheterization lab activation 

and improving diagnostic accuracy. Artificial intelligence (AI)-supported ECG systems further enhance 

paramedic confidence, particularly in borderline or complex readings. Studies show that telemedicine 

reduces false-positive STEMI activations while improving patient triage (Brodie et al., 2022; Jin et al., 

2023). 

Finally, competency in differential diagnosis is vital. Paramedics must distinguish AMI from life-

threatening mimics such as aortic dissection, pulmonary embolism, pericarditis, pneumothorax, and 

gastrointestinal conditions. Misidentification can lead to inappropriate interventions that worsen 

outcomes—such as nitrate administration in aortic dissection. The ability to integrate ECG findings, 

symptom profiles, and clinical judgment is therefore essential for accurate diagnosis. 

Table 1. Key Paramedic Diagnostic Competencies in Acute Myocardial Infarction 

Diagnostic 

Competency 

Description Impact on AMI Care 

12-Lead ECG 

Acquisition & 

Interpretation 

Rapid identification of STEMI, 

NSTEMI, and high-risk patterns 

Reduces door-to-balloon 

time; enables early 

reperfusion activation 

Recognition of Typical 

& Atypical Symptoms 

Chest pain, dyspnea, nausea, silent 

ischemia 

Improves early detection, 

especially in high-risk 

populations 

Risk Stratification Use of HEART/TIMI scores and local 

protocols 

Guides destination decisions; 

prioritizes PCI-capable 

centers 

Prehospital STEMI 

Activation 

Calling ahead to activate the 

catheterization lab 

Shortens treatment timelines 

and improves survival 

outcomes 

Differential Diagnosis 

Skills 

Differentiating AMI from aortic 

dissection, PE, pericarditis, GI causes 

Prevents harmful 

interventions and ensures 

correct triage 

Pharmacologic 

Assessment 

Determining 

indications/contraindications for aspirin, 

nitrates, oxygen 

Reduces complications; 

enhances evidence-based 

treatment 

Use of Tele-ECG & AI 

Tools 

Remote cardiologist confirmation and 

automated ECG analysis 

Increases diagnostic 

accuracy and reduces false 

activations 
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Management of 

Arrhythmias 

Identification of lethal rhythms (VT/VF, 

heart block) 

Enables rapid intervention 

and reduces prehospital 

mortality 

 

In summary, paramedic diagnostic competencies in AMI are multifaceted and foundational to modern 

prehospital cardiac care. Through rapid ECG interpretation, clinical assessment, risk stratification, and 

use of digital diagnostics, paramedics significantly reduce treatment delays and enhance survival. As 

EMS systems continue to integrate advanced training and emerging technologies, the diagnostic role of 

paramedics will further strengthen the prehospital management of AMI. 

Prehospital Interventions and Pharmacologic Management  

Prehospital interventions delivered by paramedics play a pivotal role in minimizing myocardial injury 

and improving clinical outcomes in patients experiencing acute myocardial infarction (AMI). The goal 

of prehospital management is to stabilize the patient, relieve ischemia, prevent complications, and 

shorten the time to definitive reperfusion therapy. Evidence consistently shows that the early application 

of guideline-directed therapies—especially when initiated in the prehospital setting—significantly 

improves survival and functional recovery (Ibanez et al., 2018; O’Gara et al., 2021). 

A cornerstone of prehospital AMI care is the administration of aspirin, typically a 160–325 mg chewable 

dose. Aspirin inhibits platelet aggregation and reduces thrombus propagation. Numerous studies 

indicate that prehospital aspirin administration reduces mortality by up to 23% when given early 

(Danchin et al., 2019). Paramedics also assess contraindications such as allergies or significant bleeding 

risk. 

Nitrate therapy, usually sublingual nitroglycerin, is administered to alleviate chest pain and reduce 

myocardial oxygen demand through vasodilation. However, paramedics must exercise caution in 

hypotensive patients, those with right ventricular infarction, or those using phosphodiesterase inhibitors. 

This requires accurate ECG interpretation—particularly of right-sided leads—to avoid hemodynamic 

collapse. 

Oxygen therapy is delivered selectively. Modern guidelines no longer support routine oxygen 

administration for all AMI patients. Instead, paramedics administer supplemental oxygen only when 

SpO₂ is <90%, or in cases of respiratory distress or signs of shock. Overuse of oxygen has been 

associated with oxidative stress and increased infarct size, highlighting the importance of titration (Stub 

et al., 2017). 

Paramedics also administer analgesics, particularly intravenous opioids such as morphine or fentanyl, 

to relieve pain and anxiety, both of which increase sympathetic drive and myocardial oxygen 

consumption. Pain control must be balanced with careful monitoring of respiratory status and 

hemodynamics. 

In some EMS systems—particularly in Europe, Australia, and Canada—paramedics are authorized to 

administer prehospital thrombolysis when timely access to a PCI center is limited. Early fibrinolytic 

therapy within the first 2–3 hours of symptom onset significantly enhances reperfusion success and 

reduces mortality (Rawles, 2018). Prehospital thrombolysis requires competency in identifying STEMI, 

assessing contraindications (e.g., recent stroke, active bleeding), and managing complications such as 

reperfusion arrhythmias. 

Arrhythmia management is another essential intervention. AMI may lead to ventricular tachycardia, 

ventricular fibrillation, or high-degree heart blocks. Paramedics perform defibrillation, synchronized 

cardioversion, or transcutaneous pacing when indicated. Early treatment of malignant arrhythmias 

increases return of spontaneous circulation (ROSC) and stabilizes patients before hospital arrival. 

Anti-ischemic medications such as beta-blockers may be introduced in some advanced EMS systems, 

although routine prehospital administration remains controversial due to risks of hypotension and 

bradycardia. Paramedics may also administer anticoagulants (e.g., heparin) in specialized cardiac 

paramedic programs. 
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Technological advancements further enhance prehospital interventions. Telemedicine and digital ECG 

transmission allow paramedics to consult cardiologists remotely, optimize medication decisions, and 

prepare the catheterization lab before arrival. Similarly, AI-assisted ECG interpretation tools support 

medication administration by reducing uncertainty in STEMI identification. 

Another crucial intervention is optimizing transport decisions. Paramedics bypass non-PCI hospitals 

when STEMI is identified, improving treatment timelines and preventing delays caused by interfacility 

transfers. In many systems, catheterization labs are activated before the patient arrives, reducing door-

to-balloon time by 20–40 minutes (Bagai et al., 2019). 

 

Figure 2. Workflow of Paramedic-Led Prehospital AMI Interventions 

Overall, prehospital pharmacologic and non-pharmacologic interventions form the backbone of early 

AMI care. By delivering aspirin, nitrates, oxygen titration, analgesia, arrhythmia management, 

thrombolysis (where appropriate), and rapid transport to PCI centers, paramedics disrupt the ischemic 

cascade and improve both short-term and long-term outcomes. These interventions—supported by 

digital tools and standardized protocols—underscore the central role of paramedics in modern AMI 

systems. 

Impact on Treatment Timelines 

Reducing treatment delays is one of the most significant contributions of paramedic-led prehospital care 

in acute myocardial infarction (AMI). The total ischemic time—from symptom onset to reperfusion—

is the strongest predictor of myocardial salvage, left ventricular function, and long-term survival. 

Paramedics play a critical role in shortening this timeline by accelerating each phase of AMI care, from 

first medical contact (FMC) to definitive intervention in the catheterization laboratory. 

1. Reducing Patient Delay: The Pre-EMS Phase: Although patient delay (time from symptom onset 

to calling EMS) is beyond direct EMS control, studies show that the presence of trained paramedics 

improves community awareness and increases EMS utilization rates. Public education programs 

delivered by paramedics—particularly in high-risk communities—have been associated with reduced 

decision-to-call times (Mooney et al., 2020). Early EMS contact leads to faster initiation of diagnostic 

and therapeutic procedures. 

2. First Medical Contact (FMC) to ECG Acquisition: Upon arrival, paramedics rapidly perform 12-

lead ECG acquisition, often within minutes of FMC. International guidelines recommend ECG 

acquisition within 10 minutes, and EMS systems with advanced paramedic training frequently exceed 
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this benchmark. Early ECG acquisition not only accelerates diagnosis but also enables early destination 

decisions and prehospital activation of PCI centers. Studies have shown a mean reduction of 15–25 

minutes in FMC-to-ECG time in systems utilizing well-trained ALS paramedics (Doran et al., 2021). 

3. FMC-to-Diagnosis: Early STEMI Identification: The ability of paramedics to interpret ECGs and 

identify STEMI dramatically shortens the diagnostic interval compared to hospital-only evaluation. 

Tele-ECG transmission further enhances speed and accuracy, allowing cardiologists to confirm the 

diagnosis while the patient is still in the field. This reduces unnecessary ED evaluations and ensures a 

seamless transition to reperfusion therapy. In STEMI networks with prehospital ECG transmission, 

diagnosis is confirmed 20–35 minutes earlier than in systems without it (Brodie et al., 2022). 

4. Door-to-Balloon (DTB) Time Reduction: One of the most profound impacts of paramedic 

interventions is the reduction in hospital DTB times. By activating the catheterization lab prior to arrival, 

paramedics allow interventional cardiology teams to prepare equipment and mobilize staff. Systems 

with prehospital CCL activation consistently achieve DTB times under 60 minutes—well below the 

guideline-recommended 90-minute threshold. A meta-analysis found that prehospital activation reduces 

DTB time by 25–40 minutes and significantly increases the proportion of patients achieving DTB <90 

minutes (Bagai et al., 2019). 

5. Total Ischemic Time Reduction: When all prehospital interventions are combined—rapid ECG 

acquisition, early STEMI diagnosis, optimized transport decisions, and CCL activation—the total 

ischemic time is substantially reduced. Lower total ischemic time is strongly correlated with improved 

myocardial salvage and lower mortality. Paramedic-led systems demonstrate a reduction in symptom-

to-balloon time by an average of 45–60 minutes, translating into major improvements in 30-day and 

long-term outcomes. 

6. Bypass of Non-PCI Centers: Paramedics trained in STEMI recognition enable direct transport to 

PCI-capable hospitals, bypassing smaller facilities that lack interventional cardiology services. This 

eliminates delays associated with secondary transfers, which can add 30–120 minutes to ischemic time. 

Studies demonstrate that STEMI bypass protocols reduce overall mortality and increase timely PCI 

access (Ting et al., 2018). 

7. Impact of Prehospital Thrombolysis on Reperfusion Time: In regions where timely PCI is not 

feasible—such as rural areas—prehospital thrombolysis markedly shortens time to reperfusion. 

Paramedic-delivered fibrinolysis reduces symptom-to-needle time by 30–50 minutes relative to in-

hospital administration (Rawles, 2018). Early thrombolysis is especially beneficial within the first 2–3 

hours of symptom onset, where myocardial salvage is greatest. 

8. Integration of Digital Tools for Timeline Optimization: Technologies such as tele-ECG, GPS-

based dispatch optimization, automated alerts, and AI-supported triage enhance workflow efficiency. 

Digital ECG interpretation tools reduce delays related to ambiguous findings, while telemedicine 

enables cardiologists to guide prehospital decision-making in real time. These tools further shrink FMC-

to-decision and FMC-to-reperfusion intervals. 

Table 2. Impact of Paramedic Interventions on Time-to-Treatment Metrics 

Treatment Metric Paramedic Contribution Impact on Timeline 

Symptom-to-Call Time Public education, EMS utilization Earlier patient contact 

FMC-to-ECG Time Rapid ECG acquisition within 10 

minutes 

↓ 15–25 minutes 

FMC-to-Diagnosis ECG interpretation, tele-ECG ↓ 20–35 minutes 

Door-to-Balloon Time Prehospital STEMI activation ↓ 25–40 minutes 

Total Ischemic Time Combined interventions ↓ 45–60 minutes 

Interfacility Transfer Time Direct to PCI-center transport Avoids 30–120 minute 

delay 

Symptom-to-Needle Time 

(Thrombolysis) 

Prehospital fibrinolysis ↓ 30–50 minutes 
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Arrival-to-CCL Activation Early activation based on field 

diagnosis 

Immediate team 

mobilization 

 

In summary, paramedics substantially improve all critical components of the AMI treatment timeline. 

Their competencies enable earlier diagnosis, faster hospital preparation, targeted transport decisions, 

and reduced total ischemic time. These improvements are directly linked to better myocardial salvage, 

fewer complications, and improved survival outcomes. 

Patient Survival, Morbidity, and Clinical Outcomes  

The effectiveness of paramedic-led prehospital interventions in acute myocardial infarction (AMI) is 

ultimately reflected in improved survival rates, reduced morbidity, and enhanced long-term clinical 

outcomes. By initiating critical diagnostic and therapeutic actions before hospital arrival, paramedics 

directly influence the pathophysiological progression of myocardial ischemia and prevent irreversible 

damage. Numerous studies and international STEMI registries consistently demonstrate that the 

prehospital phase is the most time-sensitive and outcome-determining period in AMI care. 

 

Figure 3. Pathways Linking Paramedic Interventions to Improved AMI Outcomes 

1. Survival to Hospital Admission and Discharge: Early interventions by paramedics significantly 

improve survival during the prehospital phase. Rapid recognition of ST-elevation myocardial infarction 

(STEMI), early administration of aspirin, arrhythmia management, and timely defibrillation lead to 

higher rates of survival to hospital arrival. Paramedic-performed CPR and early defibrillation in AMI-

related cardiac arrest improve return of spontaneous circulation (ROSC) and survival-to-discharge rates 

(Perkins et al., 2021). 

Studies indicate that systems with advanced paramedic competencies have 10–20% higher survival to 

hospital admission, and the implementation of prehospital ECG and direct-to-PCI pathways has 

increased survival-to-discharge by 15–25% (Ting et al., 2018; Bagai et al., 2019). 
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2. Reduction in Short-Term Mortality (30-Day Mortality): The strongest evidence of paramedic 

impact is seen in 30-day mortality reductions. By reducing total ischemic time, prehospital interventions 

limit myocardial damage, reduce the likelihood of pump failure, and improve hemodynamic stability. 

Research shows that every 30-minute delay in reperfusion increases 1-year mortality by 7.5% (De Luca 

et al., 2019), underscoring the value of early paramedic action. 

EMS systems implementing prehospital CCL activation and rapid transport protocols report significant 

reductions in 30-day STEMI mortality, often by 20–30%. Early aspirin alone reduces early mortality, 

while prehospital thrombolysis—particularly in rural settings—has been associated with a 17–21% 

relative reduction in 30-day mortality (Rawles, 2018). 

3. Long-Term Mortality and Morbidity: Long-term outcomes depend on the extent of myocardial 

salvage, left ventricular function, and prevention of complications. Paramedic-led early intervention 

reduces infarct size and preserves myocardial function, lowering the risk of chronic heart failure, post-

infarct angina, recurrent MI, and life-threatening arrhythmias. 

Patients treated within optimized paramedic-based STEMI networks have demonstrated: 

• Reduced long-term mortality (12–24 months) 

• Lower incidence of heart failure hospitalizations 

• Better quality of life scores 

• Improved functional capacity and return to normal activities 

These benefits stem from earlier reperfusion, lower infarct burden, and better hemodynamic 

stabilization during the prehospital phase. 

4. Reduction in In-Hospital Complications: Early interventions enhance in-hospital outcomes by 

preventing deterioration prior to PCI. Paramedic-led care reduces: 

• Cardiogenic shock (due to earlier reperfusion) 

• Malignant ventricular arrhythmias 

• Acute decompensated heart failure 

• Mechanical complications (e.g., papillary muscle rupture) 

Additionally, early ECG acquisition and diagnosis facilitate immediate triage upon hospital arrival, 

enabling rapid percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) and reducing the risk of no-reflow or 

reperfusion injury. 

5. Improved Neurological Outcomes in AMI-Related Cardiac Arrest: In AMI-associated cardiac 

arrest, neurological outcomes depend on the quality and timeliness of prehospital resuscitation. 

Paramedic-delivered high-quality CPR, uninterrupted chest compressions, early defibrillation, and 

post-resuscitation care (oxygen titration, hemodynamic stabilization, glucose management) 

significantly increase favorable neurological survival. Systems integrating prehospital cooling and early 

cardiology consultation further strengthen outcomes (Perkins et al., 2021). 

6. Influence of Technology and Decision Support: Technological innovations such as tele-ECG, AI-

assisted ECG interpretation, and digital triage platforms amplify paramedic impact on survival and 

morbidity. Faster STEMI confirmation results in shorter door-to-balloon times, fewer complications, 

and higher reperfusion success. Telemedicine has been shown to reduce false-negative and false-

positive STEMI activations, improving both patient outcomes and system efficiency (Brodie et al., 

2022). 

 

Discussion  
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The findings of this review demonstrate that paramedic-led prehospital care plays a decisive role in 

improving outcomes for patients with acute myocardial infarction (AMI). By integrating early 

recognition, rapid diagnostics, pharmacologic management, and activation of reperfusion pathways, 

paramedics significantly shorten total ischemic time and enhance survival. The evidence across multiple 

international studies underscores that the prehospital phase is no longer a logistical step before hospital 

treatment; rather, it is a critical therapeutic window during which paramedic interventions substantially 

influence mortality, morbidity, and long-term cardiac function. 

A recurring theme throughout the literature is the profound impact of early electrocardiogram (ECG) 

acquisition and interpretation in the field. Paramedic-performed 12-lead ECGs facilitate earlier STEMI 

identification, reduce door-to-balloon times, and enable prioritization of higher-level cardiac facilities. 

The ability of paramedics to accurately diagnose STEMI, supported by tele-ECG transmission and AI-

based tools, strengthens the reliability of prehospital decision-making. This synergy between clinical 

skill and digital technology emerges as a consistent factor in improving diagnostic accuracy and 

workflow efficiency. 

Another significant contributor to improved outcomes is the early initiation of evidence-based 

pharmacologic therapy. Field administration of aspirin, nitrates, oxygen titration, analgesia, and 

antiarrhythmics decreases complication rates and stabilizes patients before arrival at the hospital. In 

rural or remote settings, prehospital thrombolysis has been shown to reduce symptom-to-needle time 

and lower short-term mortality, reinforcing its value where timely percutaneous coronary intervention 

(PCI) is not available. The clinical benefit of these interventions highlights the importance of 

standardized pharmacologic protocols and high-level paramedic training. 

Equally impactful is the paramedic role in transport optimization and system integration. When STEMI 

is identified in the field, bypassing non-PCI hospitals eliminates delays associated with interfacility 

transfers. Prehospital activation of the catheterization laboratory further improves workflow efficiency, 

enabling cardiology teams to prepare before patient arrival. In comprehensive STEMI networks, these 

coordinated actions translate into substantial reductions in door-to-balloon time and total ischemic 

time—key determinants of myocardial salvage and survival. 

While the benefits of paramedic-led interventions are well documented, challenges remain. Variability 

in paramedic training, scope of practice, and access to advanced technologies creates disparities in 

prehospital AMI care across regions. Countries with robust EMS systems report highly favorable 

outcomes, while resource-limited settings struggle to implement standardized protocols or incorporate 

telemedicine tools. Addressing these disparities requires investment in training, equipment, and 

integration of technological infrastructure across all EMS levels. 

Another limitation highlighted in the literature is the inconsistent use of prehospital thrombolysis, which, 

despite its demonstrated benefits, remains underutilized due to logistical, legal, and safety concerns. 

Expanding its adoption will require clear regulatory frameworks, robust training programs, and reliable 

support from remote cardiologists via telemedicine. 

Furthermore, the increasing use of digital tools raises questions about data security, interoperability, and 

the need for unified EMS–hospital communication platforms. Although AI-assisted ECG interpretation 

and digital triage systems enhance efficiency, reliance on these tools requires ongoing evaluation to 

ensure accuracy and avoid overdependence. Future research should explore the integration of machine 

learning algorithms for real-time risk prediction, dynamic triage, and automated activation pathways. 

Despite these challenges, the evidence overwhelmingly supports the central role of paramedics in 

shaping AMI outcomes. As first medical contact providers, paramedics operate at the decisive point 

where ischemia either progresses to irreversible infarction or is interrupted through early intervention. 

Their ability to combine clinical acumen, pharmacologic expertise, rapid diagnostics, and system 

navigation makes them indispensable actors in the modern AMI care continuum. 

Ultimately, strengthening paramedic-led prehospital systems offers a highly effective and scalable 

strategy for improving AMI outcomes worldwide. Investments in advanced paramedic training, 

interdisciplinary coordination, and digital health solutions will further elevate the quality and 
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consistency of prehospital cardiac care. As cardiac emergencies continue to represent a major global 

health burden, optimizing the paramedic role within integrated AMI networks remains a critical priority 

for health policymakers, EMS leaders, and clinical stakeholders. 

Conclusion 

Prehospital paramedic interventions play an indispensable role in improving outcomes for patients 

experiencing acute myocardial infarction (AMI). As this review demonstrates, paramedics serve as the 

critical link in the AMI care continuum—initiating early diagnosis, delivering evidence-based therapies, 

and activating rapid reperfusion pathways that substantially reduce total ischemic time. Their capacity 

to perform rapid 12-lead ECGs, identify STEMI, administer essential pharmacologic treatments, and 

manage life-threatening complications directly contributes to enhanced survival, reduced morbidity, 

and improved long-term cardiac function. 

The integration of telemedicine, digital ECG transmission, and AI-supported decision tools further 

enhances paramedic efficiency and diagnostic accuracy, enabling faster triage and more coordinated 

care with receiving hospitals. Prehospital activation of catheterization laboratories and direct transport 

to PCI-capable centers significantly shorten door-to-balloon time and increase the likelihood of timely 

reperfusion. In resource-limited or rural settings, prehospital thrombolysis remains a vital strategy for 

improving early mortality where PCI access is delayed. 

Despite clear benefits, disparities in training, scope of practice, and access to advanced technology 

remain challenges that can limit the effectiveness of prehospital AMI care. Future improvements require 

investment in standardized protocols, continuous paramedic education, and system-wide digital 

integration to ensure equitable, high-quality care across regions. 

Overall, the evidence is unequivocal: paramedics are essential providers in modern cardiac emergency 

systems. Their early, coordinated, and technologically supported interventions significantly improve 

survival and clinical outcomes in AMI, underscoring the need for continued strengthening of prehospital 

cardiac care pathways worldwide. 
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